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/ Aquarius- The thing that isn't 
ever going to happen is just that. 
Put it out of your mind and you 
will be rich with things that will 
and do happen. 

Pisces- It That Betrays will kill 
your greatest parts, but they 
won't die. They will suckle at 
your tits, forever asking why. Ig- 
nore the you that betrays. Dump 
the bad milk down the drain. 
Aries- It's never too late to do the 
right thing. Comb back through 
your life with a fine chisle and do 
the old, dusty right things that 
thought they'd never be done. 
Taurus- Haunted by a lack, you 
will see. the is represented ad 
infinitum in-false starts and mir- 
rored cages. The grass on the 
other side might be greener, but 
it isn't grass. It tastes like ashes. 
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Gemini- Warm your fingers in 
the moist dirt of a new project. 
Poke deep holes for the seeds 
you've found on rare flowers. No 
one will ever have your garden 
again. 

Cancer- Smell the ocean from 
the middle of you drearest des- 
ert. Anywhere you were is still 
with you in hard sports. You will 
be there again. And again. Re- 
lease the hard spots. 


Leo- You are a child and whose 
hand must hold. The world will 
catch you and revel at your 
happy, kicking feet. You will be a 
baby until long after you die. You 
are the luckiest of the signs. 


Virgo- No one was ever you. 
Your story might be old and 
many times told, but the victory 
will be yours with a singularity 
that peals through time like a 
silver bell. 


Libra- This week you have an ex- * 
tra sense. | can't tell you what it 
is. Run your inner fingers over all 
of your skull and.experience the 
dulcet tones of a new and fright- 
ening voice. 


Scorpio- Cutting your wrist will 
never fill a cracked glass with 
blood. Stop pouring yourself out 
for those who refuse to contain 
you, lest you stain the very tide 
red with your regret. 


Sagittarius- Listen to the hand 
that you don't write with. Let it 
hold a pen and let it write the 
first line in a pristine new jour- 
nal. Trust it and believe in it. Fuck 
perfection. Find the unique. 


Capricorn- A ceiling fan can only 
stir the air. It takes an open win- 
dow to get fresh breath. Don't 
get on an airplane that isn't go- 


ing somewhere you want to go. , 
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Ask Hannah Wren 


Hannah, 


| think | have an STD that | contracted 
from my current partner. ! have a painful 
sore on my junk that's new and I've been 
with the same person fora long time. I'm 
scared! How do! bring this up? I've been 
deferring sex recently and await your 
advice. 


| feel like a shit. 
Star bellied Sneetch 
My dear Star bellied Sneetch, 


Oh, no, don't feel like a shit! Infections 
happen. They just do. They happen all 
the time. (| mean really. All the time). 
Try to unhook yourself from feeling 
badly about it. 


| hope that you grew tired of waiting 
and went to see your doctor already, 
but if you haven't, delay no longer. The 
more you know about whatever is go- 
ing on, the less scared you'll feel. Go 
get that business diagnosed and treat- 
ed. Planned Parenthood provides STI 
testing for people of all sexes, whether 
health-insured or not. 


You sent me this letter almost a week 
ago, so I’m guessing by now you've 
made the call about whether to bring 
it up with your partner before or af- 
ter going to the doctor. Either way 
is fine. Just be as matter-of-fact and 
straightforward about it as possible. 
No shame, no blame. Lay it out. “Hey, 
| don’t know if you've noticed that I’ve 
been kind of avoiding sex recently? It’s 
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because | have a sore on my junk. I’m 
going to the doctor tomorrow to have 
it checked out.’ If you've already been 
to the doctor and know what's go- 
ing on, relay everything you learned. 
Hopefully by projecting a pragmatic, 
“well, this is a thing that happens,’ at- 
titude about it, you can teach yourself 
(and invite your partner) to feel the 
same. The thing | said to you a second 
ago about how reassuring knowledge 
is will go for them as well. Think to- 
gether about any questions the two 
of you have so that you can call follow 
up with your doctor. You might also do 
some research online, together or on 
your own. (The internet sucks for self- 
diagnosis, but | think it can be useful 
once you have a better sense of what’s 
going on - as long as you vet your 
sources. Which probably goes with- 
out saying. Generally good resources: 
the CDC, Planned Parenthood, Savage 
love. Bad resources: yahoo answers). 


As for the question of where it came 
from, it’s worth noting that a num- 
ber of STIs can lie dormant well after 
you've contracted them. It’s certainly 
possible that your current partner is 
asymptomatic and passed something 
along to you unwittingly, but that’s 
not necessarily a sure thing. What is 
clear, however, is that whatever your 
poor nethers are going through right 
now, it’s something that affects your 
partner, too. They should make a plan 
to get screened soon. It'll be okay, Star- 
belly, whatever it is! Sending you and 
your junk my love and best wishes, 


xxHannah 
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FLASH FICTION WRITING CONTEST 
For the next couple of weeks we will show- 
case the best 3 entries in no particular or- 
der. Here's the first. Enjoy. 


“Almost” by Ime 

Alice awoke in stages of discomfort. First 
the throbbing ache behind her eyelids and 
the constriction around her brain, then the 
cotton ball feeling in her mouth and the 
angry glare of sunlight through her eye- 
lids. She could tell by the oppressive heat 
in the room that Helen forgot to close the 
blinds last night (typical); the sun perfectly 
centered in the cracked window turned 
the small room into an oppressive oven. 
Limbs entangled; stained sheets and skin 
pooling sweat and sticking to Helen, still 
fast asleep snoring against Alice’s neck. 


The last Alice remembered was being at 
the market, either yesterday or the day be- 
fore. Then briefly waking in late afternoon, 
but must have slipped back into uncon- 
sciousness in the evening. She kicked Hel- 
en's legs away from her in annoyance at 
the blinds left open, feeling tight chested 
and nauseous. 


Alice remembered feeling rushed at the 
farmers market, her own agitation seemed 
to vibrate through the stalls. Then the gen- 
eral murmuring of the square crescendoed 
into a single fight that set the street alight 
in violence. Strangers had been spitting 
on them for weeks now, but the market 
was the first time it escalated into a physi- 
cal confrontation. Someone must have 
clobbered her. She had no idea how Helen 
got both her unconscious body and little 
Wren home. But as the city had collapsed 
into civil conflict and Alice had collapsed 
into depression, Helen had grown tougher 
and more resolute. The sort of woman 
who could get her unconscious wife and 
toddler home safely through a riot. 


At the back of Alice’s mind she felt a quiet 
nagging, a need to hurry, a need to get up. 
She dismissed it as a residual of years ris- 
ing at seven am; for the gym, for work, for 
curated outfits, and perfectly manicured 
hair and makeup. All of the attributes of 
success and wealth that she’d pursued for 
so much of her life before abandoning 
when class signifiers made her a target 
on the street. Across the room she heard 
Wren giggling and cooing in her crib, clat- 
ter and rustle from her toys and blankets. 
Alice focused on her breathing, pushing 
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away everything from her mind but the 
playful noises of her daughter and Helen's 
snoring. 


Stretching to free Helen's grasp on her, she 
claimed a little more space on their twin 
mattress. Raising a shaky hand to her head 
she touched the saturated and oozing 
bandage. Her jaw throbbed as she turned 
and and opened her eyes. Their home; an 
empty threadbare room. Most of their fur- 
niture was sold and then when money was 
more difficult to come by, traded. Next 
went the art, the clothes, and Helen’s fam- 
ily heirlooms, and finally the loft they'd oc- 
cupied for so many years abandoned for 
the small studio tucked away in an alley. 
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Alice closed her eyes against the sunlight 
and heard the roar of the city. Thousands 
of angry voices rolling down the streets 
and alleyways crashing against the crowd- 
ed buildings and ricocheting up brick and 
plaster to rise above the town. Noise was 
such a constant that only the percussive 
report of gunfire or flares broke through 
one’s consciousness. Earlier in the year 
there’d still be a flood of adrenaline, but 
now they just moved quickly and silently, 
ducking into doorways and alleys to listen 
and watch. There were no clear sides or 
enemies, the fabric of the city had been 
picked and teased for a generation until it 
was unravelling too quickly to stop or re- 
pair. 
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Alice thrust herself up off the mattress, as 
the quiet nagging in the back of her mind 
suddenly became clear. Last night, they 
were to meet an old friend of Helen’s at the 
city’s edge where they would be smuggled 
through a checkpoint during a brief win- 
dow of corporate inattention. They had 
spent weeks planning their escape and 
the last of their money in bribes and sup- 
plies. Last night, she’d been unconscious. 
Today they were all still here, Helen and 


Wren trapped, because of her. “You could pie 
have gotten out,’ Alice gasped tearfully to ait boutique 


Helen’s now waking form. 

“It’s fine,’ Helen murmured and rose sleep- 
ily, crossed the small room to comfort the 
now fussing baby. Alice’s aching head and 
double vision pushed her back down onto 
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the mattress, back into unconsciousness. tuesday - backgammon 6 to 8 pm 
wednesday- chess free 

Later, Alice felt Helen lay back down with | thursday - scrabble 

Wren nuggling between them. They lay 

there listening to the roar of the city get | jeriscuriocom 1726EastPassyunk 215.336.8200 


closer and closer and waited. 
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So Wacky facts are getting kind figure a: 


lof old for me. I'm running out of weird 
Shit that | know about weird shit. So 

e have some options. | could filter 
hrough old wacky facts--remember 
his is roughly the 275th issue of the 
Admirer all told. We could rotate other 


stuff like Period Pals and comic strips 
ith, say, 1 wacky fact block a month, 
lor we can just do something totally 
New and outrageous. Send in your 
houghts. We gotta figure this out. The 
Admirer is literally the only reason we 
communicate at all. We might as well 
communicate about it. <3 


Overheard m Phila 


Grindcore House - 4&Greenwich 

gal- | was in my car at a red light, and overwhelmed by the transitive nature of 
life. Everything seemed so frail and unreal. Then a Comcast van honked 
at me because the light turned green. 


45&Locust 
guy- | kind of love the phrase, "What is the meaning of this?" because there's 
never a meaning to anything, really. 


Clark Park 
lil kid- (to other lil kids) | destroy your brain now! 


Around Town 

young person 1- Would you want to live forever if you could never eat cheese? 
yp 2- Everyone you love would die around you. 

yp 3- Everyone would be eating cheese around you. 


6&Fitzwater 
kid 1- Put the bee down; it's dead! 
kid 2- EVERY ANIMAL DESERVES ITS CEREMONY! 


Burger Joint 

(Bohemian Rhapsody starts playing) 
gal 1- Who sings this? 

gal 2- AC/DC. 


South Philly in line at coffee shop 

pretty white gal- | fucking hate white people. If you can change your gender 
you should be able to change your race. | identify way more as black 
than white anyway. | mean, look at my ass. (shakes ass) 


nerdy white guy- (gazing intently at ass) Yeah that's... that's a good point. Hmm. 
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1. If it doesn’t fuck with rich people, it's___ 1. Young gal 


6. Pretends 

10. Whittle 

14. Mitigate 

15. Menage a trois 

16. Progresses through time 

17. A founder of Athenian democracy 

18. Small mountain pond 

19. Sheep dads 

20. see figure 'a' (up left there) 

22. Dogfish 

23. Fleshy funnel 

24. Something that exists 

26. Embark away from 

30. Shadow educator 

32. Lyric poems 

33. Between egg white and eglantine 
in most English dictionaries 

35. Red breast, blue eggs 

39. Defecate 

41. Rocky treasure chests 

42. Wavy optical illusions 

43. Moustache wax Instagram filter 

44. Past subjunctive of be 

46. Earth churner 

47. Of a lofty scale 

49. Harbor a distaste for 

51. Inability to do 

54. Cacophonic upswell of noise 

55. Home of the legendary Edomites 

56. Far away bringer close tubes 

63. The x axis inversion of evil 

64. The kind of fail that hurts 

65. Licorice spice 

66. Jack Sprat’s dinner 

67. (Fiddler on [the roof) is on fire] 


2. Resplendent with melanin 

3. Big boring rich people party 

4. Settled at the pinnacle 

5. Polonius cautioned against being one 

6. Oil extracted from flowers 

7. An untamed cliff 

8. If amisu equals o, then this coffee 
flan equals x 

9. abab cdcd efef gg 

10. Slowcloth planedropped air fighters 

11. Arab slang for non-arab tourist 

12. Pay a bill 

13. 5 paragraph academic chicanery 

21. Frequency 

25. Status quo 

26. Accomplishes 

27. Border space 

28. Worst candy ever, after circus peanut 

29. That with which you are tasked 

30. Longing for sleep 

31. Customer 

34. Evening dress 

36. The egg yolk yellow of dry heaves 

37. Elusive to anemics 

38. Eye of this is essential to witch’s brew 

AO. Tropical edible root 

45. Goddess of discord 

48. See to 

50. Envelope 

51. Basic unit of life 

52. Farewell 

53. White dwarf explosion 

54. Interior decoration 

57. Sword 

58. Italian currency 
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